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Microscopy in Pathology
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Multiheader

But what if your colleague is in.....?



(Dynamic) Telepathology ?

Remote control of motorized microscope

Minimally requires an operator / technician at 

microscope station

Pathologist has to be “booked”



Send slide?



Consultation by mail

Slides get lost

Slides get broken

Delay in mail



2004



Glass slides won’t break

Contact over large distances and time

Large groups can all work with the original slide

Better interaction during presentations or education

Improved logistics (link in LIMS and digital report)

Digital networks

Digital archive

Digital searches

Advantages Virtual Microscopy



Virtual Microscopy Niches

Education / Teaching

Work discussions (routine clinical meeting) / Presentations

“Virtual” diagnostic panel, slide clubs, histopathology forum

Pathology review in multi-center studies

Tissue Micro Array Analyses

Research

Consultation

External Quality Assessment (ring trials)

Support Tissue Bank



Intranet

InternetEducation

Erasmus MC Virtual Microscopy Networks

http://pa-vm.azr.nl/
http://digimic.erasmusmc.nl/


Education









Developments in Erasmus MC study material

Traditional studybooks Themabooks
Elektronic study methods in
WORD, PDF of HTML
format.

Virtual Microscopy coupled
through active links from the
elektronic studymaterial.



Development in education

Find the 3.186.704.593.493 differences…….



No need for many microscopes

Only one single good quality 

slide required

Development in education



Evaluation after 2 years

Students prefer virtual microscope

Some would like traditional microscope experience

Reviewing tutorial “on-line” appreciated by students

More efficient use of staff



Virtual microscopy in education

Improved  integration of pathology in curriculum

Web resources with slide collections
– http://www.path.uiowa.edu/virtualslidebox/

Third party software tailored to teaching

– Slidepath – Digital Slidebox

http://156.83.37.3:8080/dsb/dataBriefcase.php
http://156.83.37.3:8080/dsb/dataBriefcase.php
http://156.83.37.3:8080/dsb/dataBriefcase.php
http://156.83.37.3:8080/dsb/dataBriefcase.php










OECI Histopathology Forum







Difficult cases

Interesting cases

Innovative procedures

What can be discussed in the forum

Closed cases form a reference set
Directly applicable in Pathology education
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